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attitude : and to persist in it is short-sighted and silly.
It is silly because, in the long run, what is good is more
enjoyable than what is less good. By reaching what is
good (always provided that we begin with something
we can like and understand) we increase our power of
enjoyment, until we can enjoy the best that is to be
found : and there is much more enjoyment, and more
interest, in the best than in what is second-rate, third-
rate, and tenth-rate.

Reading simply for pleasure, then, we have no ul-
terior purpose, and can read as naturally as we should
read any story of our own choosing.

Why do we read stories?- What interests us in
them ? Presumably, it is the way in which the story
is worked out, and it is the characters : what they do;
how they feel, and what they think. Their actions,
thoughts, and feelings show that they are human
beings like ourselves. We make friends with them. If
they are well described, and the kind of people we like,
we may make friends who will last us all our lives.

" Yes " says the same objector, " that is all very
well. I can recognise and like the characters in a
modern story. They belong to the world I live in. But
the characters in what you call ' literature' do not
belong to my world, or to anything like it: and that
is why I cannot take the same interest in them."

It is to answer this very sensible objection that this
book has been written. The great difficulty, in reading
about characters who lived in the past, is to realise
that they had thoughts and feelings like our own. As
soon as we have realised this, we are over nearly all